
 

   History Vocabulary Map  
 

Year 

Group  
Autumn Spring Summer 

Pre-

school 

  The people in my family 

(at home) 

How have I changed since 

I was a baby? 

 

born 

baby 

toddler 

child 

grow 

growing 

taller 

older 

girl 

boy 

now 

then 

compare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Musical instruments in 

the past and today 

 

flute 

drums 

piano 

grand piano 

acoustic guitar 

electric guitar 

violin 

trumpet 

trombone 

oboe 

cymbals 

past 

present  

compare 

Nursery Our family and 

grandparents.  

Family trees 

mother 

father 

baby 

parents 

daughter 

son 

family 

aunt 

uncle 

grandmother 

grandfather 

sister 

brother 

cousin 

  Toys and puppets in the 

past and today 

 Transport in the past 

and today: 

Trains, planes and 

boats 

transport 

past 

present 

train, trains 

plane, planes 

boat, boats 

steam engine 

tram 

similarities 

differences 

Old Toys 

wooden 

blocks 

teddy bear 

doll 

toy boat 

jack-in-

the-box 

rocking 

horse 

tea set 

doll house 

whip and 

top 

New Toys 

games 

console 

barbie doll 

scooter 

superhero 

roller 

blades 

skateboard 

board 

games 

plastic 

bricks 



similarities 

differences 

 

compare 

contrast 

radio 

controlled 

vehicles 

Reception Police/doctors/nurses/fire 

brigade in the past and 

today 

 

teacher 

doctor 

caretaker 

lunchtime supervisor 

vet 

nurse 

police officer 

paramedic 

fire fighter 

cleaner 

dentist  

postman 

similarities 

differences 

compare  

contrast 

past 

present 

 

Christmas and family 

celebrations for our 

grandparents/parents in 

the past and how we 

celebrate today 

 

Christmas 

traditions 

celebrate, celebration 

past, present 

families 

candles and lights 

exchange 

gifts, presents 

carols 

Christmas trees 

Christmas cards 

similarities 

differences 

compare  

contrast 

 

   Transport in the past 

and today: 

Cars and bikes 

 

transport 

past 

present 

car, cars, 

bike, bikes 

penny farthing 

tricycle 

bicycle 

horse and cart 

wagon 

similarities 

differences 

compare  

contrast 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Me 

My Family History 

(Historical Vocab) 

 

chronological order 

recent history 

very old 

Toys 

Sequencing 

 

diablo 

whip and top 

croquet 

skipping rope 

School 

Chronology 

School building photos 

 

schools 

past/present 

children 

Buildings 

Compare buildings to the 

past 

 

homes/houses 

buildings 

old/new 

Transport 

Chronology of 

transport 

 

transport 

steam engine 

car 

Kings and Queens 

(Nation and nation’s 

history) 

 

past 

famous 

celebrate 



before 

after 

historical event 

past/present 

succeed/succession 

old 

new 

past 

ago 

family tree 

skittles 

Jacob’s ladder 

marble 

hopscotch 

blow football 

toys 

old/older/oldest 

new/newer/newest 

past/present/future 

similarities 

differences 

evidence 

sources 

equipment 

punished/punishment 

dipping pens 

ink pots 

years ago 

similarities  

differences 

lessons 

 

 

past/present 

now/then 

comparisons 

modern day home 

Roman/Victorian home 

castles 

wagon 

tram 

tractor 

penny farthing 

van 

horse and cart 

travel  

electric 

Viking 

 

 

event(s) 

queen 

king 

rule  

years 

difference 

object 

artefact 

picture 

photograph 

explain 

used for 

2 Southgate 

Chronology 

 

Southgate 

King’s hunting grounds 

local History 

local area 

houses 

rural 

buildings 

town  

county 

people 

places  

chronology 

timeline 

 

Turkey 

Constantinople 

 

Turkey 

Istanbul 

Europe 

Asia 

Byzantium 

Constantinople  

New Rome 

empire 

ancient 

Peninsula 

bridge 

Danube 

sea walls 

Megara  

Constantine the Great 

Food/trade 

Chronology 

 

food 

long ago 

present day 

farms/farmers/farming 

cooked 

open fires 

pots 

ploughing 

sowing  

harvesting 

Queen Victoria 

Chronology 

Florence Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole 

 

nursed 

nurses 

supplies 

Crimea 

Crimean War 

Scutari 

government 

British Hotel 

herbal remedies 

slums 

cholera 

wash house 

poverty 

Stone Age  

Hunter Gatherer 

 

Neolithic 

Palaeolithic 

chronology 

tribal 

hunter-gatherers 

Skara Brae 

Stonehenge 

Bronze Age 

 

 Neolithic Revolution 

First big cities in the 

Middle East  

Mesopotamia 

Skara Brae 

 

Neolithic men 

Neolithic women 

mammoth 

fur pelt 

house 

jewellery 

tools 

weapons 

spears 

cave paintings 

 

 

Skara 

Brae 

Orkney 

artefacts 

laird 

erode 

buildings 

stone  

village  

farming 

 

Mesopota

mia 

commoners 

civilisation 

Empire 

farming 

Tigris 

Euphrates 

nobles 

slaves  

irrigation 

valley 

inventions 



3 Ancient Egyptians 

The Nile 

 

pharaoh 

scarab 

papyrus 

scribe 

amulet 

canopic jar 

sarcophagus 

tomb 

afterlife 

hieroglyphics 

mummification 

irrigation 

shaduf 

sphinx 

oasis 

Egyptologist 

ankh 

pyramid 

barter  

Rosetta Stone 

 Cradles of civilisation  

The land between two 

rivers: Ancient 

Mesopotamia – the unique 

‘cradle.’ 

 

Sumer 

Tigris 

Euphrates 

Mesopotamia 

Fertile Crescent 

ziggurat 

cuneiform 

Gilgamesh 

epic 

Assyria 

bronze 

mythical 

 

 

Indus Valley Civilisation 

 

Civilisation 

Indus Valley 

Pakistan 

mud bricks 

pottery 

Indus River 

artefacts 

houses  

farm 

Shang 

yellow river 

bronze 

 

 

Ancient Greece 

Persia 

City States 

Democracy and Empire 

 

Philosophy 

Athenians 

Spartans 

democracy 

Olympics 

plague 

truce 

Zeus 

loincloth 

Apollo 

Sacred truce 

temple 

Democracy and 

Empire 

Ancient Greece 

Art, Culture and 

learning, literature, 

architecture, 

philosophy 

 

democracy 

empire 

citizens 

vote 

architecture 

sculptures 

masks 

playwrights 

literature 

philosophy 

Alexander the Great-

brief 

Link to Ancient Egypt – 

Ptolemy family and 

ancient Greece 

empire  

undefeated 

conquered 

invader 

conquests 

Aristotle 

fragrant 

controlled 

fever 

overload 

scholar 

ethical 

political 

4 Ancient Rome 

Myths, Punic wars, 

Hannibal, Roman Republic, 

Government and Roman 

religion 

 

emperor 

gladiator 

Londinium 

Britannia 

Romanisation 

senate 

Roman baths 

amphitheatre 

Hadrian’s Wall 

Colosseum 

fortress 

mosaic 

Dewa (Chester) 

Ancient Rome 

Society and Culture 

Julius Caesar 

Persecution of Christians 

Pompeii- depth study 

 

See Autumn 2: 

Centurion 

aqueduct 

Society 

Culture 

Persecution  

Christians  

Pompeii 

Julius Caesar 

Pagans 

Martyrdom 

Province 

Governor 

Frontier 

forts 

Ancient Britons before 

Romans 

Roman invasion and 

rebellion 

 

 

See Autumn 2 and Spring 

1: 

Rebellion 

Invasion 

Invading 

Settlements 

Celtic tribes 

chieftain 

Caratacus 

Boudicca 

Londinium 

Aqua Sulis 

Hadrian 

Hadrian’s wall 

Roman Empire 

The Byzantine Empire 

The multi-cultural 

Mediterranean and 

Middle East 

 

Byzantine Empire 

Mediterranean 

Middle East 

powerful 

civilization 

Constantinople 

Constantine 

Aksum 

Theodora 

Justinian 

Amphitheatres 

Hippodrome 

Roman Empire 

Constantinople 

Ancient Arabia 

Bedouin culture, 

trade and life in 

the desert 

 

Constantinople 

Ancient Arabia 

trade 

Roman Empire 

Bedouin people 

Indigenous 

Nomadoc 

Makkah 

Muhammad 

Quraysh 

Pagan 

 

Islamic civilisations (1) 

The rise of Islam. The 

Arab conquests 

 

Caliph 

Rebab 

Al-shabbaba 

Al’ud or oud 

mosque 

water mill 

pottery 

man 

woman 

camel 

 



Roman Empire 

 

5 Islamic Civilisations 

Depth: Baghdad – the 

round city 

 

See previously build on 

vocabulary 

Angles and Saxons 

 

Sutton Hoo 

kingdoms 

shires 

Shire reeve 

thane 

legacy 

Wessex 

Witan or witenagermot 

wergild 

churl 

Mercia 

Viking raids 

King Alfred of the 

Kingdom of Wessex – 

forerunners of 

English identity 

Norse 

raids 

vicious 

longhouse 

berserkers 

longship 

Odin 

Scandinavia 

Danelaw 

Jorvik 

Norse Culture 

 

Norse 

Odin 

Scandinavia 

Danelaw 

folklore 

customs 

Pagan 

monotheism 

polytheism 

Jorvik 

Christianity in the 

British Isles (2): 

Bede, Jarrow and 

early monasteries in 

British Isles  

Pagan 

Christian 

Anglo-Saxon 

Viking 

England and 

Scotland 

Christendom 

abbey 

priory 

cathedral 

monastery 

cleric 

saint 

convert 

Conversion 

 

Early Civilisations in 

Americas-Incas and 

Tiwanaku 

 
dynasty 

The Sapa Inca 
Machu Picchu 

Quechua 
quipa 
Cuzco 
maize 

sacrifice 
city-states 
terraced 
pyramid 
peasant 

 

6 London and Migration Through Time 

The roots of multi-

cultural Britain 

 

Multi-cultural 

Britain 

immigration 

multiculturalism 

cultures 

ethnicities 

population 

Medieval London  

Saxons to fifteenth 

century 

Viking 

axe 

long boat 

shield 

spear 

archer 

sword 

Freyja 

Odia 

Thor 

thatched house 

coins 

king 

freeman 

slave 

York 

Tudor London 

 

dress 

chemise 

farthingale 

hat 

bed warmer 

gown 

corset 

doublet 

gallows 

monarch 

reign 

heir 

beefeater 

horse and plough 

ruff 

shirt 

recorder 

17th Century  

Pepys, Plague, Fire 

 

Tower of London 

The Monument 

escaping 

burning 

smoke 

cart 

London 

River Thames 

Samuel Pepys 

fireman 

bakers 

diary 

Pudding Lane 

King Charles II 

18th and 19th 

Century 

London and the 

world 

air raid 

air raid drill 

air raid shelter 

allies 

allotment 

atomic bomb 

Axis power 

blackout 

blitz 

British Empire 

censorship 

civilians 

Civil Defence 

Commonwealth 

concentration camp 

London in WW2 

 

Axis 

Allies 

Nazi 

evacuation 

evacuee 

Blitz 

Holocaust 

Luftwaffe 

refugees 

Kindertransport 

 



Wessex 

Danelaw 

Jorvik 

 

lute 

beeches 

kirtle 

scythe 

 

coupons 

D-Day 

evacuee 

forces 

general election 

holocaust 

invaded 

Jews 

liberate 

naval 

propaganda 
 


