
  

Religious Education Vocabulary Map  

Year Group  Autumn Spring Summer 
Pre-school We are all special 

special 

family 

relationships 

faith 

Celebrations throughout the 

term; Diwali, Harvest 

Festival, Fireworks night, 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Diwali 

fireworks 

light 

giving 

food (fruit and vegetables) 

celebration 

life and birth 

Christian 

Hindu 

Birthdays 

Shrove Tuesday 

celebrate 

age 

growing up 

Tuesday 

pancake 

Shrove  

pray  

God 

   

Nursery My family and my culture 

Special celebrations at 

home 

family 

religion 

culture 

belief 

special 

EID and Christmas 

Celebrations 

Eid 

Muslim/Islam 

Christian/Christianity 

stories 

 

Getting Ready for Easter 

 

Easter 

Jesus 

Lent 

Christianity 

 

New life  

animals 

new life 

birth 

babies 

chicks 

lambs 

Places of Worship 

 

church 

synagogue 

mosque 

temple  

home 

 

Reception My school family are 

special 

Special places in the 

community 

school 

family 

special 

relationships 

friend/friendships 

The Nativity Story  

Hanukkah 

 

nativity 

story 

Mary  

Jesus 

angel 

Judaism 

light 

candle  

 Easter  

Passover 

Jesus 

Christianity 

cross/crucifix  

Judaism 

Passover 

festival  

Moses 

 

Ramadan  

Islam 

festivals 

Ramadan  

culture 

beliefs 

fasting 

Religious artefacts 

 

special 

artefacts 

holy  

blessed 

 

1 
What are the main 

religions practiced in our 

community? (Christianity, 

Judaism and Islam) 

belief 

God 

value 

How Christians celebrate 

Christmas 

light  

symbol  

celebrate  

Christian  

advent  

What are the main religions 

practiced and celebrated in 

our community? (Buddhism, 

Hinduism and Sikhism) 

family 

belonging 

religion 

Easter 

worship 

importance 

resurrection 

crucifixion  

roman soldiers 

tomb 

      Birth celebrations: 

Christening 

Baptism 

Adhan 

God  

faith  

Christian 

Leaders and teachers 

 

special 

difference 

Prophet 

Messenger 

leader 



love 

trust 

compassion 

generosity 

story 

community 

 

Christmas  

christingle  

Jesus  

nativity 

Hinduism 

Sikhism 

Buddhism 

celebration 

disciples  

palm leaves 

Judas  

Jesus 

whisper  

belonging  

community  

baptism  

communion  

cross  

candle  

welcome  

ceremonies  

teacher 

 

 

 

2 
The mosque and 

community 

Allah 

Quran 

community 

ummah  

family 

mosque  

musulla (prayer mat) 

minaret  

dome  

muezzin  

mihrab  

church  

altar  

pulpit  

font  

pews 

Growing up in a Muslim 

family 

five pillars 

faith 

belief 

halal 

haram 

The Christian home and 

Harvest 

harvest 

festival 

fruit 

crops 

produce 

home 

church 

bible 

 

The Jewish home and 

Shabbat 

 

challah 

Kiddush cup 

Havdalah 

Havdalah candle  

siddur 

synagogue 

Sabbath 

kosher 

mezuzah 

shema 

tallit 

blessing 

creation 

peace 

prayer 

rest 

Sikhism – beliefs and 

teachings 

Guru Nanak 

Gurprub 

Nishan Sahib 

Punjab 

gudwara 

Kesh 

Kara 

Khanaa 

Kachera 

Kirpan 

chauri 

langar 

ragi 

rumala 

guru 

sewa 

Amritsar 

Light and Dark 

 

Advent 

Christmas 

Bethlehem 

celebrate 

Diwali 

Hindu 

exile 

victory 

evil 

diva 

Lakshmi 

Hanukkah 

Jewish 

miracle 

menorah 

3 
HINDUISM JUDAISM 

A Hindu story: Rama and 

Sita 

Ganesha  

Prince Prahlada  

Vishnu  

Hiranya  

Holika  

Murtis  

Krishna 

 

Hinduism origins: places and 

stories from the Indus 

Valley 

Aum  

Supreme God Ganesh  

Krishna Lakshmi 

Shrine 

Holi  

Loving devotion 

Diwali 

Holi 

Onam 

Living as a Hindu today 

Hinduism in London 

Temple  

Mandir  

Sacred/special text 

Vedas  

Bhagavad Gita Ramayana 

Mahabharata 

Vaishnavism 

Shaivism 

Shaktism 

Smartism 

Origins, places and stories 

Jewish  

Synagogue  

Moses  

Abraham  

Adonai  

Hashem  

Torah 

Old Testament  

Rabbi 

Practices, beliefs and 

festivals 

synagogue 

Moses 

Israelites 

slavery 

plagues 

Exodus 

Pesach (pass over) 

Seder  

Haggadah 

Torah 

Hebrew 

Judaism in London 

Judaism  

Kosher  

Kashrut 

community 

Rabbi 

Ephraim Mirvis 

reform 

orthodox 

 

4 
Christianity- New Testament Stories Christian Traditions and 

practices around the world 

linked to Wales, 

Mediterranean, South 

America  

 

salvation 

Christianity in London 

today 

 

Catholicism 

Protestantism  

Eastern Orthodoxy  

Anglicanism  

Jesus’ parents 

Joseph 

Mary 

Jesus 

Joseph 

Mary 

Birth of Jesus 

Nativity 

Shepherds story 

The wise men 

Angel Gabriel (Gibril)  

Nativity 

Life of Jesus 

Jesus in the Temple 

Jesus is baptised 

Jesus in the desert 

Zaccheus  

disciples  

Jesus into Jerusalem 

Last supper 

Crucifixion and resurrection 

carpenter  

teacher  

parables  



Elizabeth 

father 

son 

blessing 

carpenter 

family 

Mary  

Baby  

Jesus  

Shepherds 

Wise Men  

Gifts 

Bethlehem 

Jerusalem 

manger 

emperor 

miracle 

baptism 

Christian Church Jesus  

Bible  

New Testament Vicar  

Priest  

Lord’s Prayer 

 

disciples  

Shrove Tuesday 

fasting  

Lent  

Ash Wednesday 

Palm Sunday  

Palm crosses  

Maundy Thursday  

The Last Supper  

Good Friday  

crucifixion  

Easter Sunday  

resurrection  

tradition 

artefact 

sacrament 

priest 

clergy 

Pope 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Orthodox Christian 

Oriental Orthodoxy 

Assyrians 

 

 

5 
ISLAM BUDDHISM SIKHISM 

Sikh 

Sikhism 

5 Ks 

Kangha  

Kirpan  

Kara  

Kacchera 

Kesh  

Guru Gobind Singh 

Baisaikhi  

Khalsa 

Muslim beliefs, truth and 

world views, the Quran, 

traditions and how 

Muslims use it 

behaviour  

Sawm  

Ramadan  

Hajj  

Ummah  

Shahadah  

Salah  

Zakat 

Id-ul-Fitr  

parable 

Festival of Eid 

Islam around the world 

North Africa and Pakistan 

Mecca  

Muhammad  

Mount Hira  

Angel Gibril  

Allah  

Medina  

Qur’an 

Zakat 

Islam in Britain/London  

 

Sufism 

Shia Islam 

Sunni Islam 

Links to ancient civilisations 

Buddhism  

Buddhist  

Buddha  

monks 

Lay Buddhists 

Lay Men 

Nuns 

Noble Eightfold Path 

 

Buddhism today 

Rupa  

shrine  

loving-kindness  

compassion  

friendliness 

care 

non-violence  

wisdom  

supreme knowledge  

strength  

fearlessness  

enlightened  

enlightenment  

Prince Siddhartha 

6 
Overview of 2 major 

families of religion 

Abrahamic 

Judaism/Christianity/Isla

m 

 and  

Dharmic 

Hinduism/Buddhism/Sikhis

m 

(Place, cultural, time and 

belief) 

 

polytheism 

monotheism 

Abrahamic  

Dharmic  

atheists 

See vocabulary from 

above 

Changing religion in England Deepening understanding of religious traditions 

 
Spread of religions 

See vocabulary built upon 

from previous topics 

Christianity- splits and 

schisms 

H8 break from Rome 

Catholic  

Protestant 

Orthodox 

Pope  

Vicar 

splits 

 Jewish tradition over time, 

belief and practice in London 

Orthodoxy 

Torah 

Shabbat 

Liberal Judaism 

Mitzvot 

Shema  

Trinity 

Tenak 

transcendent 

commandments 

covenant 

Yahweh 

Chazan 

Christian traditions in 

art, music and poetry 

 

church  

stained-glass window  

hymn  

incense  

stilling/stillness 

visualisation  

scripture 

manuscript 

 


